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ClA, PHOTOGRAPHIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

NIEN-TZU-SHAN ARMAMENTS PLANT NO. 123

. An explosives processing and logdipg plent with sssociated metallurgical
nd fabrlcetlon facilities is located st Nien-tzu-shen, which lies espproximately
neuticel miles west of Ch'i-ch'i-ha- Erh along the Chlnese Changchun Railway,
ich connects northeastern China with the Trans-Siberian Reilway. Armements
ant No. 123 extends easst and north from the east edge of Nien-tzu-shan for a

istance of approximstely:2.5 nautical miles The approximate geographic

prdinates of the southwest corner of this plant are L7 21N - 122 53E (see

igures 1 end 2).

This installetion has been divided into four sections, lettered A through D,
the basis of function end sctusl physical sepsration within the lsrge secured
pa (see figures 3 through 5). ‘Descriptiorsof sreas in each section are keyed
numbers on figure 3. )

"a
ma

s

ction A. Buildings in this porfion of Plant No. 122 consist mostly of types
ed in metals processing and as shops. N

( ) Warehouses, open storage, and & few small probable shop buildings

(2)  Power substation

(3) Area contasining administration and support buildings for this plant

(4) Probsble metallurgicel area with possible metal refining and alloying
facilities, forge end foundry buildings, & large building containing
probable metal presses for stamping or punching parts, and facrlcetlon
or machine shop type buildings v

(5) Piles of coal and waste adjacent to probable metallurg*cal area

3] probablé_purpose of this section is to refine, &lloy, and fabricate metal
rts of the munitions section. Because of the extensive facilities present,
Eitional metallurgical type work may also be eccomplished in' this area.

ttion B. This sectidn of Armaménts Planf No. 123 is made up mostly of machiné

ops, forges and foundries, and fabrication type buildings.

(1) Lerge warehouse with probable facilities for shipping .and receiving of
materials, rail served ’ N
(2) Fcrge/foundry area with probable boiler house
(3) Series of four large febrication/mechine shop type buildings, also
. including possible heat treatment or foundry operstions ’
(L) -Area contasining warehouse end shop buildings

This section is & general metali-working and febricetion area. It sppears to be

complete plant, not necesserily related to srmaments production. Any type of-
chinery or equipment could be menufactured in a plant of this general design
il layout.
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Section C. This separately secured portion of the plant consists mostly of
-heavily revetted and protected structures. An area conteining warehouses and
open storage, & small administration end support sares, and a probable boiler

house with adgacent piles of coel and ash is also present.

Admlnistration end service buildings
Boiler house with coal pile along nearby rail line and a large ash
pile-
Area of general warehousing w1th some open storage, rail served
Group of small revetted buildingg, probsble :service magazines for
the nearby loading operations
. Probable buried water line : & .
Area of unidentified structures, possibly not connected with the -~
plant operation, the building nearest the munitions plant may be
", used for storage '
Possible initistor processing and loading area
Two possible high explosive processing lines
Lerge probable losding line, possibly for melt loeding
" Three similer.revetted or pertislly revetted buildings, probable
.component loading lines .
. Building possibly used for finsl assermbly of the various shell
components.

ction-C. con51sts of several complex apparent explosive processing areas and
ading lines. The probable function- of this area is the production of various®
pes of munitions from explosives menufactured elsewhere.

etion D. This section is made up of thirty-six storage buildings divided into
FTour groups. Twenty-six of these buildings are revetted and dispersed, while
e ten.buildings in the south portion of this erea are dispersed but not revetted.
additional small unidentified building is present near building group 2.

The fupction of this area is the storage of high explosives for use in the
Xplosives processing and probsble munitions loading plant (Sectlon C.), end
obably for storage of finished emmunition. prior - to shlpment

Test Facilities - Two separate testing "areas located in this region are
priobably as;ociated;with the Nien-tzu=shan Munitions Plant No. 123%.

5X1B ; : , ‘, :

A. Bailistics Test~Fac¢ility - A secured ballistics testing and experimentation
facility 1swlocated approximately 4 NM south-southeast of Plant No. 122

5)(1B (figures 6 and 7). Included st this installation are firing renges)
| k cilities which are possibly for testing of
individual shell components, revetted explosive storage Wagaz1nes, a boiler house,

and administrative and p0551ble storage bulldlngs.
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‘ B. Munitions Test Installation - A probeble munitions test facility,
approximately| 5 NI NM north-northeast from Plant No. 122, is locested on a
EE well maintained road leading from the plant. This installation is unidentified
- S as to type. However, its general appearance suggests an elaborate munitions
’ test site (figures 8 and 9).

Features Dgesent at this site include explosive storage magazines, admin-
istration and se&v1ce buildings, an elsborate appearing test facility, possible
cable trenchlng,'and several unldentlflcd structures.

[
1

; 25X1E)‘ - Construction was in progress at this site in| | additional”
-- ground scars are| apparent on later coverage. However, on all later photography,
‘ the-scale is elther too small or the guality too poor to tell whether the site

has been ¢ompleted or not. ) - .

. .Level of Activity.
| | 25X1D - A’ Con S - - . . _ . \ o
. struction Activity - Construction st Nien-tzu-shan Plant No. 122 has
beerr of a fairly| minor nature between hhen the first good coverage
was obtained and[:::::::::::]when the Tatest csatellite photography of this instal-
- . i 25X1 Dlatlon was made. . ) : .- -
\

- . The onlys epparent change in-Secticn A of this Dlaﬁt has been the addition
5X1[)O§ one warehouse, type structure in Ares 1 of this csection. n Section B, minor
changes include-the addition of & building in Area 2 near the boiler house
cavation .was in progress at this location in |Tde long rail
rved warehouse| in Area 2 of Section C. which was under construction in
now appgars complete..  Two smaller but similar appesring structures have
en erected in thHis same srea since the date of earliest coverage. Irn an apparently
patately secured area within this section, .adjacent. to the main fence line, near
e location where the probable buried weter line enteérs the plant, two small o
identified builldings have been erected. No changes have been observed in the
in processing area of Section C during the period of photographic coverage. H<
parent chenge has taken place in the exnlos-ves -and munitions storage area
ring this peripd of time. SOme new ground scars are noted at the test site
rth-northeast of the plant, since

25X1[) © B. ZLevel of Production Activity - On photography ef[:::::::::::]activity

at the Nien-tzu-phsen Armaments Plant No.123 sppears to be at a moderate level.
Although, only three of eighteen stacks -are emitting viesible fumes, several trucks
and numerous other small unidentified vehicles are vicible on the well maintained
roads in the plant area, six rail cars sre on a siding in the runitions production
afjea (Section C), considerable amounts of materials are apparent at several locaticns,
.ardd two large coal piles are present. Rzof stains and two large waste piles show-
ing on this photography, indicate that at least & portion of the plant had been

ri‘ operation for some time. .
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No changes in the level of activity are apparent on later .coverage.
However, the small scale-and poor quality of materisl since this earliest
od photography precludes an accurate estimste o i activity.
ioke or steam visible in from several
ints within the plant, TWe probable locomotives present on coverage of

and some materials present in open storage ereas indicate that

ie plant has probably been active throughout this period. No estimate of the
mmber of rail cars or other vehicles in the plant could be made, nor could
changes in the configuration of coal or waste piles be determined on any of the
more recent photography.

25)C1D Probable vehicles- are present at both test areas oh photo-
g aphy. .No indication of the level of activity could be determined at either

.these sites from later coverage, except the prev1ously noted additional
ground scars at the test site north-northeast of the plant.

- Because of the plant layout and building conflguratlons, it appears that
Nien-tzu-shan Armaments Plent No. 123 includes an explosives loading operation,
probably for both propellants and bursting charges. The lack of visable tanks,
Aplpes, and acid production units makes the .manufacture of exp1051vec at this
installation unlikely. Theelaborate nature of the test site north-northeast of
Plant No. 123 .indicates that possible research and development in fairly sophis-
tlated weaponry fields 1s occurring. Very extensive metallurgical and metal work-
ijg facilities present in this installation indicates that work in addition to the
mahufacture and- fabrication of metal components of shells is possible. . .

All-measurements have been made by the CIA/IAD/IB prCJeE£ analyst. They
should be considered as approximete and rmust not be taken as official NPIC
-~ “mensuration data compiled by the Technical Intelligence Di v751on NPIC.
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PS OR CHARTS

General Locator. Mep, Chine - 28926 12-63 (UNCLASSIFTED)
ACIC. US Air Terget Chart, Series 200 Sheet 028L4-5
1st edition, October 1959 (SECRET)
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